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IR Infallible Teacher aſſures us, That they 


Tothe READER 
that mourn are bleſſed, which muſt not be 


EY underſtood of all kinds of Mourning and Sor- 


rom, but of ſuch (whether occaſion d by Sin or Suffering) 
as is of a Godly Sort, and works Repentance to Sal- 
vation. To ſuch VYeeping and Aournmg the preſent 
Providence calls theſe Nations, 5 
Ve have reaſon indeed, under this mournful Diſpenſa- 
tion, thankfully to acknowledg that God hath not dealt 
with us according to our Sins, nor rewarded us ac- 
cording to our Iniquities. Na, we have cauſe yet to re- 
joice in him, and bleſs him, who is ſtill loading us with 
©: Sas publick Benefits, and ah hearing to us as the God ot 
our Salvation. . 
God hath taken from England (may T not ſay from 
Europe?) a Royal Pair, in whom we had Reaſon to 
rejoice ; but our Religion and our Liberties (which we 
ought to eſteem dearer than ou Lives) are yet preſery'd, 
and like to be ſo under the Ruſpicious Reign of our Pro- 
teſtant Queen; 4 24cen of great Experience, Prudence, 
and Piety; of whom we have much reaſon, thro Divine 
Goodneſs, to be confident, that as ſhe is, ſo ſhe will be, a 
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To the READER. 


Praiſe to them that do well, and a Terror to evil 


Doers. 


But tho we have theſe and mary more Canſes of rejoicing, 
the precious Memory of our late Gracious Sovereign obliges 
#5 to bedew his Hearſe with our Tears; and this Ta 


Day of Adverſity londly calls upon 1 to conſider. 


Such Reflections as theſe engag d my Thoughts on the 


following mournful Theme, the Refult of which would 
never have appeared in this open View, had not ſeveral 


-N Vorthy Perfons that heard the Sermon, fo highty venerat- 


ed the Subject, and ſo candidly overlook'd the Deficiencies 
of the Preacher, as to importune, and generoully encou- 


rage this Publication. Te oblige whom, Thad not power to 


_ refuſe, efpecially conſidering (tho I venture the Cenlures of 
the Curious) J have the Pleaſure, not only of teſtifying 


my Gratitude, but alſo of ſhewing what 1 would dedicate. 


if able, tothe Renowned Memory of that Excellent Prince, 


whoſe Death is here lamented, 
If this Diſcourſe on the Death of ſuch a a King (tho 
ſo much below the Dignity of the Subject) be bleſt, tomake 


every Reader put a bigher Value upon both bis Civil and 


Religious Liberties, and be more ſerious in preparing 
for Ecernal Life, 1 ſhall ever acknowledg the Divine 
Grace, and obtain my utmoſt Aim. 
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So Moſes the Servant o of the Lord died 
And the Children of lirael wept for Moſes 
in the Plains of Moab thirty Days: So 
the Days of weeping and motrning for Mo- 


les were ended. 
N Mourning is heard from Pulpits, whilſt 
ſo many Mourners appear in all Religious 
Aſſemblies. Our Divine Religion indeed furniſhes 
us with many and moſt effectual Conſiderations to 
alleviate and moderate our Sorrow under the moſt 
| B afflictive 


ONE _ wonder that the Voice of 


A Sermon preached upon 


afflictive Providences; but it is far from being any 
part of its deſign to extinguiſh our Sorrow, when 
Divine Providence ſo loudly calls for it. If David 
By ſo bitterly lamented the Death of King Saul and Jo- 
| nut han his Son, I doubt not to ſay, we have greater 
| Cauſe to lament the Death of our late Sovereign, and 
| woith mournful Accents to cry out as he does, The 
Sam. 1. Beauty of our Iſrael is dead, and how is the Mighty fallen! 


mourn'd for the Death of their Moſes; and tho [ 
will not ſay we have equal, yet ſure we have very 
great Cauſe to mourn for the Death of our King 
Milliam. Concerning the Former we have three 
things propounded to our Conſideration, according 


Larter. 
1. The Character of Moſes, The Servant of the Lord. 
= XxX 7 A 
3. The Conſequence of his Death, an univer- 
ſal Mourning: And the Children of Iſrael wept 
For Moſes, Cc. _ 
Anſwerable to which I ſhall endeavour, 
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I. To ſhew in ſome Inſtances how juſtly this Cha- g 


lacter of Moſes belonged to our late Monarch. 
II. I ſhall make ſome Reflections upon the Death 
of theſe two Illuftrious Perſonnss. 
e aA, Il. 1 


19. The Iſraelites (as our Text ſhews us) univerſally 


to which I ſhall frame my enſuing Diſcourſe of the 


the Death of K. William III. 


III. Iſhall ſhow how we e to mourn upon 
ſo lad an Occaſion. 


I. I ſhall endeavour to ſhew in ſome Inſtances 
| 5 juſtly this Character of Myſes belong'd to our 
late Tran f 1 ſay in ſome Inflances, = none car 
reaſonably expect from me all that may be truly ſaid 
upon ſo Great and Peculiar a Subject. I can , but 
expect to be far outdone herein by others, who 
are not only endowed with greater Abilities, 
but alſo have had far better Opportunities of know- 
ing the Excellencies of that Renowned Perlonage, 
whole Death we are lamenting. But thar we may 
have ſome due Senſe of our Loſs, I'll alſo adven- 
ture to caſt my Mite into the publick Treaſury of that 


large Tribute of Encomiums ſo juſtly due to his 


precious Memory, by ſhewing in ſome of the moſt 


obvious inſtances how deſervedly the Character of 


Moſes is aſcribed to him. And, 

1. Moſes was the Servant of. the Lord in a moſt 
eminent and illuſtrious Senſe, not only as all the 
Tfraglites were ſo, but in a cranſcendenaly higher 
Notion than any of them. All Men are de jure, 


and eſpecially all good Men are actualhj the Servants 


of God; but Supreme Magiſtrates and Rulers are 


by way a, Eminency called the Miniſters or Ser- Rom, 13 
vants of God, in conſideration of their Office as his“ 
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Voice-gerents in the World. Upon this account Da- 
vid and others were emphatically ſo ſtil'd. And in this 
Notion we ſhall here conſider Moſes as the Servant 


of the Lord, as he was advanced of God to be un- 
der bim the Supreme Ruler of his People 1frael ; 


_ 7. and therefore he is ſtil'd by St. Stephen &, a So- 


vereign Ruler or Prince; and upon the ſame account 
he was called Ring in Jeſhurun, as the beſt Expo- 
ſitors underſtand thoſe Words in Deut. 33. 5. Moſes 
was ſuch a Servant of the Lord, not only by the 
fpecial Conſtitution of Divine Providence, but alfo 


by the univerſal Conſent of the People. 


And I need not tell you ſuch a Servant of the Lord 


was our late Sovereign, in reſpect of his great Dignicy 


and Authority, and that by as indiſputable a Title as. 
was ever any King ſeated upon the Engliſh Throne. 
Our Loſs being therefore a Publick and General 
Lofs, calls for a Publick and General Mourning, 
And here, by the way, I deſire it may be noted, 
that I intend to treat of theſe two Illuſtrious Perſons: 


only in reference to their Publick Capacities as So- 
vereign Rulers ; for as I ſhall not attempt to diſ- 
play the private Character of Moes, ſo (if I would) 
I cannot diſplay that of his late Majeſty, this being. 


a Task to be truly perform'd only by ſuch as had 


the Honour to be near him, and therefore inti- 


mately acquainted with his Excel lencies. 


This 


2 1 — n bd 


the Death of K. William III. 
This is the firſt thing I remark in my deſigned 


Parallel between Moſes and King Villiam: They were 


both Servants of the Lord in their publick Capacities, 
as Sovereign Rulers. 5 W 


2. As Moſes was a Great, ſo he was a Good Servant 


of the Lord, in his publick Station. God himſelf 
often teſtifies, that he was faithful in all bis Houſe, in 


the diſcharge of the great Truſt committed to him. 
And it is worth our Obſervance, that God gave this 


Teſtimony concerning him, notwithſtanding the 
particular Failure he was guilty of at the Waters of 


| Meribah. And ſure it becomes us herein to imitate 


the bleſſed God, and tho we ſhould apprehend that 
our late King (of IIluſtrious Memory) miſs'd 
in any particular Inſtance of his publick Admini- 
ſtration; yet the many Princely Virtues which ſo 


conſpicuouſly ſhin'd forth in the whole Courſe of 
his Reign (as I think Envy it ſelf muſt grant) ſhould 
totally bury ſ uch an Apprehenſion in perpetual Ob- 


livion. 


As Moſes was the Prince and Leader, ſo he was 
ſtibd the Saviour or Deliverer of Iſrael, being the e- a8 7. 
minent Inſtrument by which God reſcued them 0ug35 

of that grievous Thraldom and Bondage under 
which they had long groan'd in Egypt. And this 
part of his Character moſt juſtly belongs to King 
William, whom God inſpired with Pity towards: us 
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in eur impending Miſeries. Vea, he prevented 
our Groans, and came before we wy had a 
due ſenſe of our Danger, and reſcued us from the 

intolerable Yoke of Popery and Slavery. To this 
our Illuſtrious Deliverer, under God, we owe (in 
concurrence with our Wiſe and Good, Senators) the 


Reſtoration and Eſtabliſhment both of our Civil 


and Religious Liberties. And certainly when ſuch 

a Prince is taken away by Death, who was deſerved- 
ly ſtiled (as God himſelf tiles Supreme Rulers) a 

Plal.82.6.God upon Earth, not only for Sovereign Power and 

Authority, but alſo for Wiſdom, Jultice and Good- 

neſs in the Adminiſtration. thereof, there is then 
: (which is our Caſe) juſt ground for a General Mour- 
ning and Sorrow. 

3. Moſes was preſerved for, and advanc'd to this 
great Work by a Concurrence of eminent and ſpecial 
Providences. How eminently did God preſerve 
bim in bis Infancy from the bloody Deſigns of a 
Wicked Tyrant? How illuſtriouſly was he preſery'd 
from the Fury of Pharaoh, when (coming to 
Vears) he gave ſome remarkable Indications of the 
Gxeat Work to which he was deſign' d? And how 
dear was he to Divine Providence, when he was 


actually engaged in this Great Work of Governing 


and Delivering Iſrael? How glorioully and frequent- 


1 ee in preſerving this his Servant, and 


the 


the Death of K. William III. 
the People under his Care, from the bloody Deſigns 


of their Enemies? 
And but a moderate Acquaintance with the Hi- 
ſtory of our late Sovereign. will convince us, that 
herein he was (atleaſt in great meaſure) like Moſes. 
Had Moſes his early Enemies? So had that Great 
Prince (in his younger Years and native Country) 
by whom he was long obſcur'd under a dark Cloud. 
But Divine Providence at length cauſed the neceſſity 
of publick Affairs (viz, the great Dangers to which 
his Country was reduc'd) to make way for his Ad- 
vancement, and the bright Diſcovery of the Luſtre 
, 08 
When the common Enemy of Chriſtendom with 
numerous Armies came in as a mighty Flood, Divine 
Providence made uſe of him effectually to lift up 
the Standard againſt him, and wonderfully ſecured 
and ſucceeded him in preſerving that Liberty of the 
States, and that Intereſt of the Proteſtant Religion 
(which his Heroick Anceſtors had been ſo eminently 
inſtrumental to procure) from that Torrent of Ty- 
ranny which had ſo nearly overwhelm'd them. 
And lure (unleſs our Minds are horribly blinded 
with prejudice) we can't but readily acknowledg, 
and thankfully remember how viſibly he has been 
the Darling of Divine Providence, fince we have 
been bleſt with his Royal Preſence among us, and 


. A Sermon preached upon 
his Reign over us; how eminently and how often 
God hath preſervd him, not only from the open 


Force, but alſo from the dark and helliſh Plots and 


Conſpiracies of our bloody and barbarous Enemies. 
4. Moſes was richly endued with a publick Spirit, 
preferring the publick Good before his own private 
intereſt, witneſs his leaving the Pleaſures, the Ho- 
nours and Treaſures he might have enjoy'd in Phara- 
Heb, 1: 96's Court, and chufins (as the Apoltle ſpeaks) to 
75: ſuffer Aſfliction with and for the People of God, rather 
than to enjoy the tranſitory Pleaſures he might have ob- 
tain d by a ſinful Neglect of them: Witneſs alſo his 
earneſt interceding for his Peoples Preſervation 
(when Heaven was highly incenſed to deſtroy them) 
Ex0d.32.tho God promiled inſtead of them to make of him a 
greater and more numerous Nation; and ſeveral other 

| Inſtances that might be given of the like kind. 
And let but Matters be weighed in an even Bal- 
lance, I doubt not it will appear, that nothing ſhort 


of this Princely Generofity and Zeal for the pub- | 


lick Good (above his own private Intereſt) could 
be the principal Motive to engage our late Sovereign 
ro break cHiugh ſo many Perils and Hazards in de- 
livering us trora our impending NMiſeries, and ſo fre- 
quently ſince to ſacrifice his Eaſe and Repoſe, and 
adventure his precious Life for the preſervation of 
theſe Kingdoms, and the Proteſtant Religion in ge- 
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oo Deal of K. William Ill 
He wore indeed the Crowns he had fo juſtly me- 


rited, being gratefully importun'd thereunto by the 


People; but conſidering the Cares, the Solicitudes, 
the 1 oils, the Travels, the Burdens and Troubles 
that have attended chem, we have little reaſon to 
ſuppoſe he accepted them merely tor the Pleaſure of 
wearing them ; but on the contrary we have firm 
grounds to believe the publick Welfare to he his 
moſt prevailing Motive and Inducement. 

5. Moſes encountted great Difficulties in diſcharg- 


ing bis great Truſt, ariſing not only from the Malice 
of open Enemies, but allo from the bale Ingratitude 


of many of his own People. How often did they 
murmur againſt him, as f inſtead of delivering, he 


had enflav'd them? How often did they malign and 


reproach him, as if he / aim'd at his own Gran- 


dure, as to have little or no regard to the Com- 


mon- weal of the Nation? Yea ſometimes they 
broke forth into open Rage and Railing againſt 
him. This was the lot of Moſes the Servant of the 
Lord; and this hath, in all Ages, been the Lot of the 


moſt faichful Managers of Publick Truſts either 
in Church or State, Viz, to be expoſed to the va- 


rious, and many times malicious (or at leaſt miſ- 


taken) Cenſures of the Multitude. 


And tho I believe his late Majeſty reign' d in che 


_ and Affections of his People, as generally as 
C 


moſt 
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A Sermon preached upon 
moſt that have ſat upon the Engliſh Throne; yet it 


is too well known, to be denied, there were not a 
few Murmurers againſt him, and too many Inſtan- 


ces of bale Ingratitude towards him: Tho I doubt 


not he might ſafely appeal to all his Subjects con- 


cerning the Juſtice and Integrity of his Adminiſtra- 


184m. 12. tion, as Samuel did to the People of Iſrael - Behold 


ER 


Ver. 4. 


3. 


here 1 am, Witneſs againſk me be fore the Lord 
Whoſe Ox have I taken? or whoſe Aſs have I taken? or 


whom bave1 defrauded ? whom have J oppreſſed? or of 


whoſe hand have I receiv'd any Bribe to blind my Eyes 
therewith? To which Appeal doubtleſs the generali- 
would have anſwered, as they did, Thou haſt not 


Soy us, nor oppreſſed us, neither haſt thou taken ought 


of any Man's hand. 
6. Moſes ſurmounted his many Difficulties with 
an Heroick Courage and Fortitude, and with a moſt 
Exemplary Patience and Meekne s. Upon one of 
the moſt provoking Affronts that could be offered 
him, God himſelf interpoſes, and gives Teſtimony, 


Num. 12. that he was very meek above all the Men who were upon the 


Face of the Earth. LE 
And thoI will not venture thus to ſpeak of our 


late Sovereign, yet I believe I may, without any 


thing like Flattery, ay, that as to his pub- 


lick Capacity (of which only I treat) a very emi- 


nent Patience, a very exemplary Mecknels and Cle- 


. mency |. 
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the Death of K. William III. 11 
mency appeared in him, and that ſometimes under 
very great Trials. He often confounded his malig- 
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| nant Enemies, and amazed his admiring Friends 
by the wiſe Government of his Reſentments under 

© | very high Provocations. En 

- | 7. The Piety of Moſes, as a Supreme Ruler, 

- | eminently appear'd in the publick and frequent Ex- 

d | prefſionsof his earneſt Zeal to promote and eſtabliſh 

- | a General Piety and Reformation among the Peo- 


r | ple: He uſed all commendable Endeavours, that 
f | ſubordinate Magiſtrates might anſwer the Character 
es that his wiſe Father-in-law requir'd in them, viz. 
1- | that they might be able Men, Men of Truth, fearing xg 18. 
ot | God, and hating Covetouſneſs. Tho alas! fo general z“ 
bt | was the Corruption of that Generation, owing 
doubtleſs, in great meaſure, to the Badneſs of thoſe = | 
th | who, before Moſes, exercisd Dominion over them, 
oft | that notwithſtanding all his pious Care and Endea- 1 
of | vours, there were many even of his Publick Mini- | 
ed | fters in the Government, that manifeſted a quite ö 
Y, | contrary Spirit ; witneſs the enormous Wickedneſ 
the | of (oh and his Company, among whom were no Num. 16; 

I leſs than two hundred and fifty Princes of the Aſſembly, 2 
| famous in the Congregation, Men of Renown. And into 
| the ſame Black Liſt we may well inſert Zimri, who 
was ſo abominably wicked, that at the very time 
when the whole Congregation were bitterly weep- 

ia | = 
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[ ing for their Sins and Mileries, he openly and im- 
pudently committed Uncleanneſs with an idolatrous 
Num. 25. Harlot, tho he was not only an Jſraelite, but a Prince, 
and of a chief Houſe among them: Beſides leveral 
others, who by the Filthineſs of their Lives were a 
Scandal to that excellent Government, Which Inftan- 
l | ces l mention, to ſhew the Unreaſonablenels of raſh- 
y concluding the Badneſs of ſubordinate Magiſtrates 
to be a certain Argument of the Impiety of thoſe 
Supreme Rulers, by whom they are commiſſion'd. 
| There were not a few ſuch under the Supremacy of 
Moſes, tho a Prince of the moſt exemplary Piety 
and Goodnels, and conſtantly vigorous in pteſſing 
both Magiſtrates and People to Piety and Refor- 
mation. 1 . 

And now can any be ſo blind as to fee nothing 
of the Princely and Publick Piety of Moſes in his 
late Majeſty ? Ifay, Publick : (for it becomes me to- 

leave the Diſcovery of his perſonal and private Piety 
to thoſe that had the Honour to be Witneſſes of it.) 
ö Certainly the Memory of King WILLIAM 
:,- ouphtto be very Dear to us, for his ſo earneſt and 
often- repeated Attempts to promote a General Piety. 
and Reformation among us; tho alas, Vice was ſo 
deeply radicated, thro the Neglect and ill Influences 
ef ſome of his Predeceſſors, that his pious Endea- 
yours herein, as well as thoſe of Moſes, greatly fail'd 
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be Death of K. William III. 
of their deſired Succeſs. In order to this great End 
think | may freely ſay, that generally ſpeaking he 


preferred ſuch who were molt exemplary for ſolid 
Piety, and Moderation in matters of leſſer Mo- 
ment, to Eccleſiaſtical Dignities. And in order to 


the ſame Great End he preſſingly moved (from his 
firſt happy Acceſſion to the Throne) that all Men of 


Piety and Virtue, tho of different private Senti- 


ments, might be at liberty to be imployed by 


him in publick Truſts. 


The Promotion of a National Piety and Refor- 


mation was (as of many other publick Admoni- 


tions) conſtantly one Branch of his admirable 


Speeches from the Throne to our Legiſlators, and 
particularly of that Memorable One at rhe Begin- 


ning of this preſent Parliament. 


8. Laftly, (to mention no more) The great Wil- 


dom and Goodneſs of Moſes as a Supreme Ruler, 


appeared in the effectual Care he took for the future; 


as well as the preſent Good of his People. Herein 


he eminently appeared to be, as his Office oblig'd 
him, a Father to his Country. This was confpicuous 


in the wiſe Foreſight he had of the Danger they were 


in of relapſing again by their Sins into Slavery and 
Miſery, to deliver them from which he had been 
fo eminently inſtrumental ; and in the excellent 
Laws which (as the publick Servant and Vicegerent 
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of God) he eſtabliſhed for the prevention of it. 


And of this Wiſdom and Goodneſs we have not 
2 few nor obſcure Indications in the Reign of our 


late Excellent King : It was chiefly by his Autho- 
rity and Prudence (and the Confidence they had in 
his Faithfulneſs) that Publick Alliances and Confe- 
deracies were made and maintained for our Secu- 
rity from the common Enemy, as the States General 


(who muſt be eſteem'd capable Judges hereof) have 
in a very ſenſible manner aſſured us, in their late 
Reſolutions, and allo in their Excellent Anſwer to 
the ſcandalous Memorial of the French King. 

_ To Him, as Principal, we owe that Excellent 
Law, by which our Parliament was continued af- 
ter his Death, and the Channels of Publick Juſtice 
kept open, by which the univerſal Confuſion and 
Miſery which (conſidering the preſent Juncture of 


Affairs) would otherwiſe have probably followed 


prevented. F CL 
Like wiſe to Him, under God, as the firſt Mover, 


this fatal Stroke, was to ſo good a degree happily 


we owe that excellent Settlement of our Crown 
for the future only upon Proteſtant Heads, and the 


happy Proviſion therein made for the laſting 


Security of our Religion and Liberties, 


And, to finiſh my deſign'd Parallel, as the moſt 
excellent Moſes, in. his laſt Speech to the Iſraelites, 
. 5 and 


.C 


« Reign, 


—— ————— 
— ” 
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the Death of K. William III. 
and in his memorable Song, manifeſted his great 
Wiſdom and Care, by fore warning them of their 
Danger, and preſcribing the moſt effectual Means. 


to prevent it; ſo did the like Wiſdom and Care to- 
Wards us appear in that Admirable Speech of our 


late Sovereign at the Opening of the preſent Par- 
liament, pronounc'd from the Throne on the laſt 


Day of the preceding Year, and (O that it might not 
be ſaid!) HIS LAST, ſo publickly expreſſing his Fa- 
_ therly Goodneſs and tender Regard of England's Welfare. 


A Speech therefore molt deſervedly kept as a very 


precious and moſt valuable Monument, by abundance 
of good Proteſtants. 5 


And here ] ſhould cloſe up this imperfecti Char atter, 


were not my Mind much pleaſed with a Thought 
happily ſuggeſted by an ingenious Diſcourſe juſt 
now come to my hands, vi. How much we are Dr.Bra: 


H obliged to reverence the Memory of his late Ha” _ 


« jefty, ſince to him, under God, we owe even the lere 


that Excellent Princeſs, who now fills the Throne Be, 


of her Royal Anceſtors ; Without his ſeaſonable P. 13. 
Interpoſition, as the Inſtrument of Providence, 


QA © 


C 


Py 


(4 


an Inpoſtor, one perhaps of the meaneſt of the 
4 


* 


People, had depriv'd us of the Happineſs we ſo. 


** reaſonably hope to enjoy under her Auſpiciuus 


* 


3 Thus 
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Thus I have laid before you ſome of the moſt 
obvious Inſtances wherein I am fully perſwaded a 
Compariſon may be truly made 8 Moſes the 
Supreme Ruler and Legiſlator of Vrael, and his late 
Majeſty HHHiam III. 

Il. And now let us a little conſider No Exit of this 
Wuftrious Servant of the Lord, Moſes; He died: 


And the ſame thing Providence obliges us monrnful- 


ly to ſay concerning Him, who was in ſo many 
reſpects like him. Neither the Greatneſs nor Good- 


neſs of theſe Illuſtrious Perſons could ſecure them 


from going the Common Way of all the Harth. 


Upon this afflictive Subj 0 let us make two or 


three brief Reflections. Aa: 
1. Let it affe& our Minds with the Hatefulneſs 


an Malignity of Sin. "Tis this peſtilent Enemy. that 


bath murder d the whole World, by introducing 


Kai, F.. Death as the curſed Effect of it. Sin entred into the 


1 H 


World, and Death by Sin, and ſo Teath paſſes upon all 
Aen. Hence Death is the Exit of the Beſt, as well 


- ks Worſt ; the Greateſt and moſt publickly Uſeful, 


Pi 65 * as well as the Meaneſt and moſt Obſcure. What ** 


is he that liveth, and ſhall not ſee Death ? is the Inter- 


rogation of the Royal Pfalmiſt, implying a vehe- 
ment Negation. Yes. who among the Greateſt 
and molt Excellent Perſons (as the Hebrew Word: pro- 


perly imports) can be ſecur d from the Stroke of it? 
Twas 


the Death of K. William III. 
'T was Sin that depriv'd Iſrael of their Aoſes, their 


David, their Joſiab, and other excellent Kings; and 
it is Sin that hath deprived us of Ours. This (ad 


Providence ſhould therefore excite our Hatred and 
| Indignation againſt Sin, and provoke us to take a 


Holy Revenge upon it; and to be more vigorous in 
mortifying our Luſts and Corruptions. N 

2. Conſider the Univerſal Frailty of Mortals. 
Our Excellent King is Dead, and alas, how ſoon 


and with how ſhort a warning was he ſnatched 


from us! What ſenſible Cauſe have we hereupon to 


cry out, with the Prophet, All Fleſh is Graſs, and all la. 40 * 


the Goodlineſs thereof as the Flower of the Field? And 


with the Royal Pſalmiſt, Perily every Mm at his be /e pfal. 39.4. 


Eſtate is altogether Vanity * What an awakening Pro- 
vidence ſhould this be to us, and all the Inhabitants 
of our Land, to Watch and be always ready ? This being 5 


a Publick Warning that our Lord will come at an Hour Mo 24; 


we think not of, Did Death put ſo ſudden. an ” 


End to fo great Power and Glory? What Folly! What 
Maineſs muſt we then be guilty of, ſhould we yet 


boaſt of tomorrow ? For who knows what another Day Pro27.1. 


may bring forth * 
3- This ſhould reach us always to place our 
Ultimate Confidence in God alone, in whom only there 


| is All Perfection, in whom only there is everlaſting and 
immutable Strength. Death was (as to this World) 
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2 Chron. 


35. 24. for Joſiah. 


To 
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the Final Exit of the Great Moſes, and Death hath 
put a Final End to all our Hopes. grounded on the 
Life of the Invaluable KING WILLIAM. 
This Rod calls londly upon us to hearken to the 
Voice of the Holy Ghoſt: Put nt your Truſt in 


Princes, nor in the Son of Man, in whomthere is no _ 


His Breath goeth forth, be returneth to bis Earth, 

that very Day his Thoughts periſh, Happy is be that * 
the God of Jacob for his Hep, whoſe Hope is in the 
Lord his God: Who made Heaven and Earth, the Sea 
and all that therein is, who keepeth Truth for ever, The 


Lord ſhall rcign for ever, even thy God, 0 So, unto | 


all Generations. Pr aſe ye the Lord. 
HI. Proceed we now to take ſome view of the 
Conſequence of the Death of that Illuſtrious Servant of 


the Lord, Moſes ; And the Children of Iſrael wept and | 


mourned, &c. As the I 0/5 was Publick and Univerſal, 
{fo was ihe Mourning ; a this hath in all Ages been 
the Ouftom of God's or 4 as well as others. A 
remarkable Inſtance of which we have at the Death 
of Joſiab, an Excellent King, that was ſuddenly 
and in a very afflictive way) ſnatcht from them; 
and the Conſequence was, that all Judah and Jeru- 

falem (as well as the lamenting Prophet) mourned 


drimmo 


A Mourning ſo memorable, That it 
Tec. 12, became Proverbial, ro exprels a very great Mourning 


by its Likenels to this, called the eee of Hade- 
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ze Death of K. William III. 


drimmon in the Valley of Megiddon, becauſe that was 
the Name of the Valley where Joſiah was ſlain. 

And now that our Mourning on this ſad Occaſi- 
on, may be of the right kind, let us take heed, 


Firſt, That we mourn fincerelhj. »Tis to be 


fear d that ſome mourn in their Apparel, and (if I 
may uſe the vulgar Expreſſion) laugh in their Sleeve, 


But I hope there are no ſuch Malignants within the 


Sound of my Voice. 


That we may have a real and ſincere Senſe of our 
afflictive Stroke, let us conſider, 


1. The Extent of our Loſs. Tis not a Loſs 


(as is the Death of private Perſons) to particular 
Families only, but it is a Loſs to three Kingdoms : 
Vea tis a great Loſs to Europe, and ſo tis eſteemed 
by thoſe Potentates thereof, who having any 


ſenſe of Goodneſs and Virtue remaining in themſelves, 


know how to put a juſt value upon his; witneſs the 
mournful Sighs and Lamentations we hear from 


them, upon the Arrival of this ſurprizins News, 


2. Conſider the time of this Loſs, when the Com- 
mon Enemy of Europe is making his ſtrongeſt Ef- 


forts to ruin and enſlave us. Our Excellent King 


is taken away, when the World greatly needs that 
Vyiſdom and (conduct, that Courage and Fortitude, 
T 
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wherewith God had ſo eminently endowed him 


We have juſt Reaſon to lament Hin, in the ſame 


Terms, in which Eliſha laments the Loſs of Elijah, 
crying, My Father, my Father, the Chariot of Iſrael, 


and the Horſemen thereef, i. e. under God, our great 


Security and Defence. 


5 Conſidet the Suddenneſs of our Loſs. This 
Excellent Prince, no leſs deſervedly ſtiled the Breath 


of our Noſtrils than Joſi:b, of whom ſome under- 
ſtand the lamenting Propher ; and much more deſer- 


vedly than Zedekia, of whom others conceive 
him to ſpeak : | lay, This Breath of our Noſtrils is 
. ſnatched from us, while his Age allow'd us to 


hope, that we might yet have fat ſeveral Years 


under his Shadow with great Delight. The Cauſe 


of our Sorrow upon this occaſion is, in a great 
meaſure, like that threatned to Tſrael : : And it 


ſhall come paſs in that Day, faith the Lord God, 


That I will cauſe the Sun to go-down at Noon; 
and I will darken the Earth in the clear Day. And 
I will turn your Feaſts into Mourning and 1 
will. make it as the Mourning of an onl) Son, and 
the. End thereof as a bitter Day. 

In fine, we have ſad Reaſon (conſidering: the 
Greatneſs of our Sins) to fear left this ſhould 


be a e of further and yet more dreadful 
Judg- 


—__— —_—ykwvyﬀcjyc<n—wucwa——qaqancananqnqnqances v ĩͤ 


the Death of K. William III. i F 


Judgments, leſt our provoked God ſhould be 


Doom 


about to execute upon Ms that heavy 
threatned by the Prophet againſt Hrael, telling 


them that he would take away the mighty Man and If 3. 7 
the Man of Var, the Judg and the Prophet, the Pro. *< 


dent and the Antient ----- the honourable Man and the 
Ceunſellour, &c. as a Preſage of their approaching 


(Confuſion and utter Ruin, 


Upon all theſe Conſiderations we have Cauſe 


to mourn in our Hearts, and not in our. Garments: 


onys 


Secondy, While we mourn, let us take heed we don't 
murmur at the Procedure of Divine Providence, tho 


it be dark and obſcure to us. That fo Excellent a 


Prince ſhould be taken off (as it were in the midſt 


of his Years) and that a moſt barbarous Thrant ſhould 


yet ſurvive in old Age, gives us occaſion indeed to 


r 


— 


— 


* 


cry out with the Apoſtle, How unſearchable are the Roe, 


Divine Judgments, and his Ways paſt finding out! But“ 
yer we have aſſured ground to ſay with the ſame 

Apoſtle, 0 the Depth of the Riches both of the Wiſdom 
- Knowledg of God ! and to conclude with the 
him, yet Ala and Judgment are the Habitation 
of bis Throne. 


Thirdly, 


 Pfalmiſt, Thar, cho ( louds and Darkneſs are round about Pf 97. 
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Thirdly, While we bemoan our great Loſs, let us 
| not be forgetful what Cauſe we have to bleſs God || 2 
q for the manifold Mercies, that accompany this diſmal le 


Stroke. The Death of our Excellent King (as was b 
before obſerved) is not unfitly ſtil'd the ſetting of our A 
Sun at Noon; but bleſſed be God that ſo much Light 1 
ſprings up, in the midſt of our gloomy Darkneſs. ar 


"Tis our great Mercy he was continued ſo long a- St 
mong us; that he was not ſnarch'd from us laſt thy 
Summer, when alas (to the Griet and Diſcourage- Hi 


ment of Good Men) there was not ſo happy an A- en 
greement between the Two Houſes, as, praiſed be . 
God, there is now. Tis our Great Mercy he was Im 
not removed ſome Weeks ſooner, before thoſe eic 
Excellent Reſolves of the Commons of England, IA 
wherein the Rights and Privileges of the People are | Ac 


fo well afferced. © i 
FO = 
Tis our great Mercy that the Parliament was ©! 


ſittms when this Stroke befel us, and that we Þ 
had ſo excellent a Law to continue them in Þ8r: 
| being; and that our Wile and Good Senators im- [Li 
|  mediately came to {ſuch Reſolutions as gave Life wi 
itt and Vigour to our fainting Nation, and to all | ' 


| our Allies. low 
EE 
[| Final- a 


the Death of K. William III. 
Finally, Ve bave great Cauſe to bleſs God, 


and rejoice in our Mourning, that tho we have 


loſt King WITLLTAM, we have ſuch effectual Relief 


by the peaceable and happy Succeſſion of Queen 


ANNE; a Queen who has in the worſt of 


Times, under the Conflict of various Temptations, 
and ( conſidering her Circumſtances) by great 
Sufferings, given evident Proofs of her Zeal for 


| the Proteſtant Religion: A Queen who (as well as 


his Royal Highneſs the Prince) wras ſo deeply 
engag'd with our late Glorious Deliverer, that had 


God, for our Sins, ſuffer'd that excellent Deſign to 


miſcarry, there is great reaſon to fear Her pre- 
cious Life had been a Sacrifice to Popiſh Fury : 
A Ae who hath once and again (ſince her happy 


Acceſſion to the Throne) declar'd her fix'd Re- 
ſolution to proſecute, with all poſſible Vigour, 


thoſe excellent Meaſures, that were concerted by her 


Glorious Predecebor, tor the Good of theſe 
Nations and of all Furope: A Queen who hath 
graciouſiy promiſed to protect and maintain the 


Liberties of all her Proteſtant Subjects: A Queen 
who hath already manifeſted an wparalleld Boun- 


'y towards her People, in largely expending her 
own peculiar Treaſure for the public“ Good, Upon 
cheſe and many other Conſiderations we have 


Cauſe to be thankful to God. for thoſe ſignal 
Z : Mer-es 
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Mercies we enjoy, as well as mourn for our great 
— | 
Our Loſs is indeed ' unſpeakable in the Death 
of ſuch a King; but let us not therefore ſor- 
row as thoſe that have no hope left us. Let not 
any think, much leſs ſay, This Loſs muſt needs 
be our Ruin; let us not be fo diſtruſtful of Di- 
vine Providence; let us not give ſuch Cauſe of 
Triumph to our Enemies. We have an univer- 
{al Cauſe of Mourning; that we have loſt our 
Moſes ; but herein we have great Support, that 


dg.5.7. God hath raiſed us up a Deborah to be a Mother 


in our Iſrael, to animate and encourage not only 
her own, but other Nations, to be Helpers of the 


Lord againſi the Mighty. 


God might therefore take away Moſes from 
Iſrael before the Completion of their Delive- 
rance and Settlement in the Promiled Land, 
the more effectually to convince them that it 
was not Moſes, bur God that was the Supreme 
Author of it. And who knows but that God 
(in infinite Wiſdom) may have therefore taken 
away the HEROICK KING /VILLIAM 


to manifeſt his own mighty Power in making] ,j( 


uſe of Queen ANNE, as an illuſtrious Inſtrument 
to ſuppreſs the Exorbitant Power and Thranny 0 


France, as he did of Queen Elizabeth in bringing 
— | dow 
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at | wn that of Span? Who knows but Divine | 
I frovidence may have deſt3n'd Siſera's Fate to that 

th ond Oppreſſor ? Who knows but that, to make the 

r | JDownfal of that haughty Monarch the more grating 

10t d uneaſy, the LORD may fell HIM, as he 

eds the former, into the hand of a Woman ? 

Di- In fine, Why. may we not hope (I am (ure we 

of zught conſtantly and earneſtly to pray) that our 

Ver- llluſtrious Queen may lead us (as Joſhua did the 

our Fifraelites) into the actual Poſſeſſion of that (anaan,, 

that Ito the Borders of which her Glorious Predeceſſor 

ther ¶ (as Moſ-s did them) ſo happily brought us? 

only We have the more comfortable ground to hope 

the for this great Bleſſing, becauſe, as the Succeſſor of 

the Great Moſes not only imitated him in earneſtly 

rom preſſing Piety and Reformation upon the People, but 

live-Halſo in reſolving, that He and his Family would be 

and, I their Examples therein; As for me and my Houſe, we will Joſh. 24 

© i ſerve the LOR D : So our Excellent Queen, inn! 

Mel her truly pious Proclamation, hath not only by moſt. 

God forcible Arguments excited all Orders and Degrees- 

aken among, her People to Virtue and Goodneſs, and 

A MJ geter'd them from Vice and Wickedneſs; but hath. 

aking] alſo declar'd her Reſolution, as did Joſhua, that ſhe 

nent g will, and her Domeſticks ſhall' be Patterns in pur- 


"ny ©] ſuing the former, and ayoiding the latter. 
_ 5.” . 
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ö 1 Riſmg Sun, which brings us ſo hopeful a Morning. 
1 * In a word, ſuppoſe our Enemies triumph upon 
. hearing our mighty One is fallen; yet cannct they at 
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I o0o conclude, upon a ſerious View of the pre I che 

ſent Scene of Divine Providence, we have on or. L 
band Cauſe, with the Pſalmiſt, to have our Sow ni 
PL. 42. 5. caſt down, and diſquieted within us; and, on the other 


| ra 
to hope in God, that we [hall yet praiſe him for the bg +, 
of his ( ountenance. 1 | ? | ] 


Unleſs we are very ſtupid, we muſt needs be «a || hi 
£ down and dejected for the Loſs of ſo Excellent a Prince live 
. 8 A Prince who was the Head to model and direct, Ttre 
mon, © the Heart to fortify and encourage, the Soul toſſeec 
Pp: © animate and unite the molt Glorious Confederacyſ}gn 
ce that was ever ſet on foot to defeat the Deſignsbf 
ce laid for Univerſal Monarchy, and to aſſert andheſt 
vindicate the Liberty of ( hriſtendom. In this Glo- fn 
rious Work he labour'd, till his enfeebled Body, be-þer 
ing unable to keep pace with his vigorous Soul, hs. 
fainted under the Tasks which this continually laidſha 
upon it. And how can we forbear to be ſenſibly o 
affected with our being depriv'd of ſo eſtimable al; 
Feen and ſo eminent a Benefactor? „ 
But chen, as we have ſo great cauſe to condole and lac 
lament our Setting Sun, which hath chang'd our 
comfortable Day into a weeping Night ; ſo we have alſo h 
| Cauſe to congratulate and rejoice in the Rays of our 
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© che ſame time but ſay among the Heathen, That the PL. 126 

r LORD bath done great things for us; and, thro in- | 

WF finite Goodneſs, we have great occaſion to eccho from 

er grateful Hearts, as the Church of old did, Yea, the 

o/ \ord hath done great things for us, whereof we are glad. V. 4 

Let us then ſupport our drooping Minds undet 

% his heavy Calamity, by remembring that our God ever 

ce lives, in whom there is Everlaſting and Immutable 

ect, IScrengtb. Let us alſo heartily and conſtantly be- 

doſſeech him (by whom Rings and Queens reign) for the 

racyong Life, vigorous Health, and proſperous Reign 

gaspf her Majeſty. And let us not only pray, but ear- 

and eſtly endeavour, in our ſeveral Stations, ta lead quiet 

Slo- hd peaceable Lives in all Godlmeſs and Honeſty, under 

be · er whom Divine Providence hath now plac'd over 

Soul, s. Thus doing, we may yet comfortably hope 
laid hat He, whoſe Kingdom is an everlaſting Kingdom, and 

ſibly hoſe Throne is eſtabliſh'd to all Generations, will ſo bleſs 

ble a s; that our Mourning ſhall be chang'd into Mirth, 

d our Meeping and Lamentation into Rejoicing and 

and bladneſs. Now unto this Ring ETE RN AL, 
our]{MORTAL, Inviſible, the only Wiſe God, be Ho- 


allohuy and Glory for ever and ever, Amen. 
our . | 
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